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PRESIDENT'S INTRODUCTION: ANTHONY AXON

It is a pleasure to circulate this report to the members of OMED.

The challenges that have arisen in OMED over the last twelve months have
stimulated us in OMED to develop our identity, to focus on the exciting advances
that are taking place in international digestive endoscopy and to expand our
activities in promoting high quality endoscopy throughout the world. We are grateful
to our friends in industry for their support that has enabled us to move forward with
so many of the projects on which we had set our heart when we started this

quadrennial session.

We hosted the first of a series of Endoscopy Directors’ Training Workshops at

the UEGW, Berlin, 2006. It was a great success and we followed it with a second
workshop in conjunction with the Egyptian Society for the Study of Endoscopy and
Gastro-hepatology in March 2007. Further meetings are planned this year in Brazil
and at the APDW in Japan. These workshops target those who are in charge of local
endoscopy units. We believe they will make a significant impact in improving

standards of international endoscopy.

The Colorectal Cancer Screening Committee organised another, well received,
meeting at DDW. The Ethics Symposium we held in conjunction with the ESGE last
year and directed by Spiros Ladas has led to the publication of a major paper in
Endoscopy [1] and a series of seventeen papers that will shortly be published

in Digestion.
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Another innovation is the publication of a web review of endoscopic papers
presented at DDW and UEGW. We intend to continue this initiative and include
APDW this year. The first of a series of “How | Do It” is now ready for publication on
our website, and topics include glue treatment for gastric varices, removal of large or
sessile polyps, endoscopic mucosal resection (EMR) in the esophagus and
expandable esophageal stents. Four more challenging endoscopic topics have been

chosen for the coming year.

We have consolidated and strengthened the structure of our organization and are
moving forward with a wider range of projects this year. In the past OMED kept
many of its activities “in house” but in the future we intend to adopt an out going
policy working closely with the three regional societies; European, Pan-American,
and Asian Pacific. We will increase our joint activities with local societies, having
already this year worked with the ASGE, the Egyptian Society and the Brazilian
Society. It is, however individual endoscopists whom we would like to recruit. We
have received tremendous support from colleagues in the “How | do it” project, the
Colorectal Cancer Screening Symposium, the Endoscopy Directors’ Training
Workshops, Ethics Symposium and the Meeting Reports. A list of those we would

like to acknowledge is given below.

We are delighted by the enthusiastic participation of our friends and colleagues.
OMED’s strength is that we have the whole world of endoscopy to call upon for

support and it is to the world that we will direct our energy, intellect and expertise.
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REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL: JEAN-FRANCOIS REY

During this year, we have taken on new and exciting commitments to rebuild and
advance OMED.
= The technical secretariat is now under the responsibility of Ms Hilary Hamilton-

Gibbs, with an efficient organisation based in Munich:

The World Organisation of Digestive Endoscopy (OMED)
HG Editorial & Management Services

Mauerkircher Str. 29

81679 Munich

Germany

Tel. +49-89-2020 6458

Fax +49-89-2020 6459

All matters concerning OMED should be directed to our executive secretariat

in order to assure an efficient and prompt response.

» The OMED website has been reorganised. It is now practical and will be
increasingly implemented to include all board or committee activities. It is a

key point for our organisation.

» Relationship with the industry has been reorganised with two joint meetings a
year, in spring during American Digestive Diseases Week (DDW), and in

autumn during the United European Gastroenterology Week (UEGW).

= Newsletter with J. Waye as Editor-in-Chief will bring regular and updated

activities to endoscopists everywhere.
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= OMED Equipment Compendium: This exciting and practical project allows
endoscopists around the world to find details on endoscopes and devices.
This service is especially important for emerging countries www.omed-

catalogue.com

In summary, with these new developments, we will bring endoscopic news closer to

endoscopists around the world.

FINANCIAL REPORT: ROBERT BAILEY

Last year we made a concerted effort to reduce our expenditure. This was
successful and has enabled us to enter this year with greater confidence. We remain
in balance but we still need to approach our activities with prudence. A copy of the
balance sheet is available to members and sponsors by request to the administrative

secretariat.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE: JAMES DISARIO

The education committee has planned a challenging agenda for the coming year.
We are setting up a working group to make recommendations for a core curriculum
for endoscopy training that will be suitable for use on a world-wide basis. We believe
that there is a need to develop international standards for endoscopy training. These

will be especially helpful in those countries where at present no national guidelines
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are available. We will ensure a wide range of representation on the working group

and make full use of existing national guidelines.

At present African and Middle East representation in OMED is limited and this
adversely affects the educational input that we are able to provide in these important
parts of the world. More particularly, it is difficult to know what facilities and trained
personnel are available in Africa. We will therefore set up two sub-committees

specifically to represent these areas with access to the OMED council.

There is a need for an internet resource containing information that provides access
to endoscopic training materials, workshops, facilities and other educational aids in

endoscopy. We will develop this for our web site during the coming year.

A number of other projects under consideration may be activated later in the year.

RESEARCH COMMITTEE: NAOHISA YAHAGI

The newly constituted Research committee has been active over the past year.
The meetings reports of DDW and UEGW have already been alluded to in the
president’s introduction. We are grateful to Dr. Jonathan Cohen, Dr. Julius Spicak
and their colleagues for the work they have done. We are planning to continue this
project also this year, including APDW meeting.

We have initiated a number of new projects from this year. NOTES is a new

technique with great potential. Research activity on this technique is widely
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dispersed in a variety of centers and little has yet been published. The committee
will organize a working group to report a research update on this subject.

We will also focus on several new technologies other than NOTES. A research
report has already started on endoscopic submucosal dissection and others are
planned on balloon enteroscopy, capsule endoscopy, microscopic endoscopy and
the value of NBI and auto fluorescence. Our committee will be setting up working

group to revaluate a number of already established techniques.

We hope to establish an OMED research award in order to encourage young

researchers in endoscopy.

CLINICAL STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES: DAVID BJORKMAN

This year has seen the development of the Endoscopy Directors’ workshops referred
to in the president’s introduction; these and the “How | Do It” series will continue this
year. The first publications in the series have been completed and “How | Do It”
recently launched on the OMED website. This series includes reviews of
endoscopic mucosal resection (EMR) in the esophagus, glue treatment of gastric
varices, removing large or sessile colonic polyps, and expandable esophageal
stents. Additional topics are in preparation. The OMED/WGO guidelines on
endoscope disinfection has now been published, approved by the guideline clearing

house, and has been widely praised.

We submitted a proposal for a working group on quality standards and endoscopist

credentialing to be presented at “Gastro 2009”. This we are delighted to report has
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been accepted by the programme committee. The Group will be chaired by Peter
Cotton and Doug Faigel and will we hope provide guidelines that will help to improve

the standards of endoscopy world wide.

We have set up a new working party under the chairmanship of Roger Leicester to
write a guideline on the design of endoscopy units. This is a subject close to all of
us. With the rapid changes that are taking place in endoscopic practice a “new look”

is timely.

A project on sedation in endoscopy is in the early planning stages.

TERMINOLOGY AND STANDARDISATION: LARS AABAKKEN

The Minimal standards terminology system is being fully reviewed. The overall
structure will remain unchanged but be modified to make it more user friendly for
software use. Small bowel appearance, tumour classification and Ultrasound
terminology will be added. We hope that this work will be completed this year. When

the terminology has been accepted, work on the image atlas will progress rapidly.

Once these projects have been finished work will start on recommended standards

for the text of the endoscopy report and image documentation.
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UPPER GASTROINTESTINAL SCREENING: JOSEPH SUNG

This new committee has made an excellent start by liaising with the Asian
Pacific society of digestive endoscopy with a working group designed to
write guidelines for gastric cancer screening. This work is progressing well.
Two papers are close to completion, one a literature review of the
epidemiology of gastric cancer, the other on the detection and treatment of
early gastric cancer another in progress is on “screen and treat” or “screen

and scope”.

The committee intends to develop teaching workshops on new imaging techniques

for early gastric cancer and a special workshop on endoscopic mucosal dissection.

COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING: GRAEME YOUNG

We had another highly successful meeting at DDW in Washington this year, this
annual meeting sustains dialogue and collaboration it facilitates links with industry,
and enables us to plan for the future and gauge professional directions. We will in

addition be arranging rotational Regional meetings in the future.

We intend to develop a number of consensus position papers covering a wide range

of related subjects in screening and surveillance, details of these are under review.

We are delighted to report that our application to the programme committee of

Gastro 2009 for a working party on guidelines for the evaluation of new screening
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tests for colorectal cancer was accepted. This will provide a great opportunity to
tackle an important and difficult area in cancer screening and we look forward to

presenting it in 2009.

MINIMALLY INVASIVE SURGERY: ALBERTO MONTORI

The most exciting new development in endoscopic surgery is the introduction of
Natural Orifice Trans-luminal Endoscopic Surgery (NOTES). Although most of the
advances to date have been in the experimental animal the technique does appear
to be safe and effective in humans. It is becoming clear that this surgical approach
will become the preferred option for a substantial amount of abdominal surgery in
the future. OMED, in conjunction with our surgical colleagues hope to establish an

international meeting in this area in the near future.

ARCHIVES AND HISTORY: HIROHUMI NIWA PAST PRESIDENT

A major history of OMED and the history of endoscopes is shortly to be published

in Digestive Endoscopy, The official journal of the Japan Gastroenterological

Endoscopy Society.

A LOOK TO THE FUTURE: JEROME WAYE PRESIDENT-ELECT

OMED has developed impetus during the current reign of Tony Axon (President),

Jean-Francois Rey (Secretary Genera), and Bob Bailey (Treasurer). The past two
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years have been busy indeed, packed with new beginnings, new programs, and
freedom to expand and broaden our scope of activities to become the organization
truly worthy of carrying the banner for world endoscopy. For the next two years and
into the future we will see closer cooperation with the zones, which will continue to
be strong under the OMED umbrella. The new OMED online Newsletter will carry
news about events in endoscopy throughout the world, and will have live videos of

interesting procedures.

OMED was formally incorporated in 1962, and to initiate those proceedings, the
planning group first gathered in 1961 to lay the plans for an international society for
world endoscopy that would be separate from the world organization of
gastroenterology. OMED is planning a 50" year celebration in 2011 of the beginning
of OMED and the endoscopy era. Endoscopy is the motor that drives
gastroenterology, and a specialty that cuts across multiple medical disciplines
including medicine, surgery, radiology, pathology, medicine, pediatrics, and
geriatrics. The last few years have witnessed the coming together of endoscopists
in every specialty, especially in medicine and surgery. We plan to celebrate the
strides in both medical and surgical endoscopy and have an international meeting to
include endoscopists of all specialties to show each other and the world the current
stage of endoscopy and to plan for the future. This meeting will showcase the vast
cooperation among medical and surgical endoscopists and we will invite all
endoscopists, instrument manufacturers, nurses and technicians, and leaders of the
future to participate in this exciting world meeting, to be held on September 8-15,
2011. As developments progress, everyone will be informed about what is
happening so that plans can be made to attend this international celebration of

endoscopy.
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We wish to thank all of our international endoscopy colleagues who
have contributed to our activities over the past year. We are grateful to
them for the time, energy and interest that they have devoted to
Working Parties, Symposia, Guidelines, Research Reports and other
projects that OMED has been involved with and we are proud to publish
a list of all those who have helped in this way.

OMED Colorectal Cancer Screening Committee
Workshop (DDW, 2006)

Surname Forename Country
Allison James USA
Bretthauer Michael Norway
Carballo Fernando Spain
Castiglione Guido Italy
Itzkowitz Steven USA
Lambert René France
Matsuda Takahisa Japan
McFarland Beth USA
Regula Jaroslaw Poland
Rozen Paul Israel
Segnan Nereo Italy
Young Graeme Australia

OMED Colorectal Cancer Screening Committee

Workshop (DDW, 2007)

Surname Forename Country
Young Graeme Australia
Ahnen Dennis J. USA
Atkin Wendy UK
Benamouzig Robert France
Itzkowitz Steven USA

Le Moine Olivier France
Matsuda Takahisa Japan
Myers Ron USA
Rabeneck Linda Canada
Salmon Dick USA
Schmiegel Wolff Germany
Schoen Robert USA
Sung Joseph Jao Yiu Hong Kong

Published Articles on Colorectal Cancer

Surname Forename Country
Young G.P. Australia
Rozen Paul Israel
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OMED / APSDE Gastric Cancer Working Group

Surname
Goh

Hu
Ikehara
Jung
Kachinthorn
Kakugawa
Kim

Li

Lin
Matsuda
Sollano

Forename
Khean-Lee
Pin-jin
Hisatomo
Hwoon-Yong
Udom

Yasuo

Jae J
Zhao-shen
Jaw-Town
Takahisa
Jose
Chun-ying
Deng-chyang
Kai-chun
Ming-shiang
Khay-guan
Wei-cheng

Country
Malaysia
China
Japan
Korea
Thailand
Japan
Korea
China
Taiwan
Japan
Philippines
Taiwan
Taiwan
China
Taiwan
Singapore
China

OMED Endoscopy Directors' Workshop

(Berlin, Germany, 2006)

Surname Forename Country
Aabakken Lars Norway
Amrani Naima Morocco
Axon Anthony T.R. UK
Durfurest-Rey Dianelle France
Hagenmdiller Friedrich Germany
Ibrahim Nazir Syria
Inoue Haruhiro Japan
Kuznetsov Konstantin Ukraine
Ladas Spiros Greece
Lamy Vincent Belgium
Le Moine Oliver Belgium
Leicester Roger UK
Machado Glaciomar Brazil
Reddy Nageshwar India
Neumann Christiane UK
Rembacken Bjorn UK
Rey Jean-Francoise France
Sandouk Fayez Syria
Spicak Julius Czech Republic
Sung Joseph Jao Yiu Hong Kong
Waxman Irving USA
Weilguny Gerlinde Austria
Zakaria I\S/Ié)rgzmed Egypt
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OMED Endoscopy Directors' Workshop
(Cairo, Egypt, 2007)

Surname Forename
Axon Anthony T.R.
Duforest-Rey Dianelle
El-Serafy Magdy
Kattan Hisham
Le Moine Oliver
Mostafa Ibrahim
Rey Jean-Francoise
Teague Robin H
Zakaria Mohamed
Serag
Zakaria Shaimaa

Country
UK
France
Egypt
Egypt
Belgium
Egypt
France
UK

Egypt
Egypt

OMED Endoscopy Directors' Workshop
(Kobe, Japan, 2007)

Surname Forename
Chao William S. C.
Fujino Masayuki A.
Leicester Roger J.

Niwa Hirohumi

Rey Jean-Francois

Country
China
Japan
UK
Japan
France

OMED Endoscopy Directors' Workshop
(Maceb, Brazil, 2007)

Surname Forename
Axon Anthony T.R.
Machado Glaciomar

Rey Jean-Francoise
Mello V. H.

Ardengh J.C.

DiSario James

Country
UK
Brazil
France
Brazil
Brazil
USA

Projects “How | Do It” (2006 / 2007)

Surname Forename Country
Bjorkman David USA
Faigel Douglas USA
Ginsberg Gregory USA
Kruse Aksel Denmark
Makuuchi Hiroyasu Japan
Marcon Norman E USA
Mostafa {brahim Egypt
Neuhaus Horst Germany
Rey Jean-Francois  France
Saunders Brian UK
Shim Chan-Sup South Korea
Sung Joseph Yau Yiu Hong Kong
Wang Kenneth USA
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UEGW Research Report, 2006

Surname Forename Country
Spicak J. Czech Republic
Benes M. Czech Republic
Bortlik M. Czech Republic
Dolina J. Czech Republic
Drastich P. Czech Republic
Hrdlicka L. Czech Republic
Keil R. Czech Republic
Kliment M. Czech Republic
Kohout P. Czech Republic
Konecny M. Czech Republic
Kozeluhova J. Czech Republic
Lukas M. Czech Republic
Martinek J. Czech Republic
Prochazka V. Czech Republic
Rejchrt S. Czech Republic
Urbanek P. Czech Republic
Zavada F. Czech Republic
DDW Resarch Report, 2006
Surname Forename Country
Cohen Jonathan USA
Anglade Pascale USA
Pitchumoni S. USA
Karlitz Jordan USA
Perumalswami Ponni USA
Palmon Ronald USA
Cho llseung USA
Lee Sang USA
Hass David USA
Feldman Tamara USA
Di Maio Christopher USA
Gassert Daniel USA
Hillman Debbie USA
Jazrawi Saad USA
Pai Reina USA
DDW Research Report, 2007
Surname Forename Country
Cohen Jonathan USA
Rogart Jason N. USA
Erber Jonathan A. USA
Sam Gina USA
Mark Alissa USA
Nagula Satish USA
Gorda Tamas USA
Sahu Malini USA
Igbal Shahzad USA
Shah Shasin USA
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UEGW Research Report, 2006 cont.

Schmidt Michael USA
Castillo-Roth Alejandra USA
Bouassaf Edmond USA
Artay Orhan USA
Kuperschmit Diego USA
Loeser Caroline USA
Eswaran Shanti USA

Kos Symposium / Publication

In “Digestive Diseases”
Professional, legal and ethical challenges in gastroenterology

Surname Forename Country
Ladas S.D. Greece
Axon A T. UK
Malfertheiner P. Germany
Adamopoulos A. Greece
Archavlis E. Greece
Babic Z. Croatia
Banic M. Croatia
Beglinger C. Switzerland
Emmanuel T. Greece
Hassan M. UK
Kardum D. Croatia
Kateri M. Greece
Kotzampassi K. Greece
Koutras M. Greece
Kujundzic M. Croatia
Lykouras L. Greece
Mathus-Vliegen E. The Netherlands
Montori A. Italy
Neumann S. Israel
Niv Y. Israel
Novis B. Israel
Onorato M. Italy
Papadopoulos A A Greece
Papatheodoridis G. Greece
Petrovecki M. Croatia
Plesko S. Croatia
Polymeros D. Greece
Racz l. Hungary
Rejchrt S.D. Czech Republic
Rey J-F. France
Rokkas T. Greece
Rotkvic l. Croatia
Schoefl R. Austria
Schushan-Eisen l. Israel
Shrewsbury A.D. Greece
Tzathas C. Greece
Urek M. Croatia
Yanai H. Israel
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Kos Symposium / Publication in “Endoscopy”
Ethical issues in Endoscopy

Surname
Ladas

Axon

Novis
Triantafyllou
Schoefl
Rokkas
Stanciu
Isaacs
Willich

Ronn
Dremel
Livadas
Egan
Boyacioglu
Selimovic
Pulanic
Karagiannis
Van Vooren
Kouroumalis
O’Morain
Deviére
Malfertheiner
Nowak
Malfertheiner

OMED Colorectal Cancer Screening Committee

Forename
S.D.
A T.

Z
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Country
Greece
UK

Israel
Greece
Austria
Greece
Romania
Israel
Germany
Sweden
Germany
Greece
Ireland
Turkey
Sweden
Croatia
Greece
Belgium
Greece
Ireland
Belgium
UK
Poland
Germany

Surname Forename Country
Young (Chair) Graeme Australia
Ahnen Dennis J. USA
Atkin Wendy UK
Benamouzig Robert France
Itzkowitz Steven USA
Matsuda Takahisa Japan
Myers Ron USA
Rabeneck Linda Canada
Salmon Dick USA
Schmiegel Wolff Germany
Schoen Robert USA
Sung Joseph Jao Yiu Hong Kong
OMED Documentation and Standardisation
Committee
Surname Forename Country
Aabakken (Chair) Lars Norway
Barkun Alan N Canada
Cotton Peter USA
de Lange Thomas Norway
Eisen Glen USA
Fujino Masayuki A. Japan
Jensen Dennis M USA
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OMED Documentation and Standardisation Committee

cont.

Le Moine
Rembacken
Rey

Résch
Schofl

Yao

Olivier

Bjorn
Jean-Francois
Thomas
Rainer

Kenshi

Belgium
UK
France
Germany
Austria

Japan

OMED Standards of Practice Committee

Surname
Bjorkman (Chair)
Axon

Bar-Meir

Chopita

Faigel

Mine

Nageshwar Reddy
Ogoshi

Rey

Forename
David
Anthony T.R.
Simon

Nestor
Douglas O
Tetsuya

D.

K.
Jean-Francois

Country
USA

UK

Israel
Argentina
USA
Japan
India
Japan
France

OMED Executive Committee and Governing Council

Surname Forename Country

Aabakken Lars Norway

Abdo Juan Miguel Mexico

Axon Anthony T.R. UK

Bailey Robert J. Canada

Bjorkman David J USA

Chao William S. C. China

Deviere Jacques Belgium

DiSario James USA

Montori Alberto Italy

Niwa Hirohumi Japan

Rey Jean-Francois  France

Sung Joseph Jao Yiu Hong Kong

Waye Jerome D. USA

Yahagi Naohisa Japan

Young Graeme Australia
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